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Collegiate Seminar hosts lecture on Descartes
BY KATE ARENCHILD
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
On Thursday, March 8, Professor Jo-
seph Zepeda of the Integral Program and 
Professor Peter Freund of the Art Depart-
ment hosted a lecture titled “Just Who 
Do You Think You Are? Descartes in the 
Disciplines.” The topic centered around 
the Seminar 103 reading, Descartes’ “Dis-
course on Method.”
The lecture was part of the Seminar In-
formal Curriculum, designed to augment 
discussion in the classroom. Zepeda com-
mented on the purpose of the program: “I 
think it is important that the conversa-
tion within the seminar classroom extend 
outside those walls.” He elaborated, “If 
[Collegiate Seminar] is supposed to be 
a signature program that really is part 
of the core of the [Saint Mary’s College] 
intellectual culture, and if that is going 
to be true then that needs to not be just 
what happens from this time to this time 
in these classrooms and that is it, but it 
needs to extend outside. [The informal 
curriculum] is one way to do that.” 
Freund later added over email, “Ideally, 
Seminar teaches students how conten-
tion is productive. This utopian function 
takes intellectual commitment from ev-
eryone around the table.” The Informal 
Curriculum helps students strive towards 
this ideal. 
Zepeda began the event. Descartes, 
he said, was “extremely influential, an 
intellectual shaper of the modern world. 
A significant figure both as a scientist 
and a mathematician, and especially as 
a philosopher.” Zepeda highlighted the 
fact that while the “Discourse on Method” 
reads as an intellectual biography of 
Descartes, that is not entirely true. He 
explained: “Descartes constructs this im-
age of himself as a solitary thinker sitting 
alone in a heated room, and it is just the 
pure power of the individual mind having 
insight into itself that gets him started on 
a way to achieve real clarity and progress 
... That is sort of a historical fiction, to 
put it generously.” In reality, Descartes 
was deeply influenced by other thinkers, 
specifically Isaac Beeckman. While his 
SEMINAR INFORMAL CURRICULUM is designed to supplement classroom learning. (Courtesy of Saint Mary’s College)
ideas were original, they were not without 
predecessors. 
Br. Nikolas Barth OFM ‘19, who is cur-
rently taking Seminar 103, which has 
excerpts of “Discourse on Method” in its 
reading list, found Zepeda’s lecture help-
ful. “I really enjoyed Zepeda’s exposition 
of Descartes because it deepened some of 
my struggles in understanding his philo-
sophical moves, like the reduction of mat-
ter to merely three-dimensional ‘stuff ’ 
and the identification of the natural and 
mathematical reasoning, which leaves no 
room for metaphysical realities.”
Zepeda left the audience with two 
questions. 
The first was about the text: “What 
The goal of the informal curriculum is to better foster an intellectual culture
see Descartes, page 3
“I think it is important 
that the coversation 
within the Seminar 
classroom extend 
outside those walls.”
CULTURE
ANNIHILATION 
The new sci-fi film tells a 
thrilling and visually engaging 
tale, supported by a masterful 
musical score. PAGE 5
On a brisk Wednesday evening at 8 
p.m., members of the Saint Mary’s com-
munity gathered together in the Chapel 
for a communal reconciliation service. 
For those less familiar with the Catho-
lic practice, the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation, also known as confession, is 
the practice of privately confiding one’s 
sins and receiving absolution from God 
through a priest. 
Upon entering the Chapel, attendees 
were blessed with the breathtaking view 
of the altar, dimly lit by candles. The 
warm smell of incense welcomed at-
tendees to come together and celebrate 
the glory and mercy of God. The service 
featured Eucharistic adoration, prayer, 
communal praise and worship, emphasis 
on silent individual reflection, and an op-
portunity to individually partake in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
There were a handful of people praying 
together all around the Chapel and the 
sense of penance was intimate and deeply 
self-reflective. Rather than the familiar 
“muscle-memory ” flow of Mass, this 
service was profoundly focused on one’s 
own actions. It reminded those present to 
reflect upon their actions and strive to be 
more than just the best versions of them-
selves. It called those present to turn 
away from sin and receive God’s mercy. 
Most importantly, the service empha-
sized that people stray from God’s path 
quite often, but the acknowledgment 
of wrongdoing and seeking forgiveness 
is crucial for putting themselves back 
on the road to God. This concept can be 
practiced by anyone with a set goal in 
their mind. 
Father Hai Ho, the chaplain at Saint 
Mary’s, explained that reconciliation is 
“a mending of relationships that have 
been broken. It is a chance for us to 
forgive, seek forgiveness, and renew our 
trust in God’s unending gift of forgive-
ness. The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
is a graced moment of encounter with 
God’s boundless love and mercy in a 
personal and concrete way.” When asked 
why receiving reconciliation is so crucial 
Lenten service invites students to reconcile with Christ
BY KAVYA MADDALI
STAFF WRITER
in one’s journey, Father Hai replied, “We 
do not live in isolation just for ourselves. 
Everything we do, whether good or bad, 
affects others around us.  When we hurt 
others in word, action, or inaction, we 
are invited to follow the example of Je-
sus to forgive and seek forgiveness. The 
Sacrament of Reconciliation offers us 
the chance to acknowledge our failures, 
heal our wounds, become whole again, 
and be strengthened by God’s mercy to 
begin anew.”
Lent gives worshippers a particularly 
unique opportunity to receive and cel-
ebrate the mercy and forgiveness of God 
together. 
The Mission and Ministry Center has 
been offering Eucharistic Adoration 
and Confession every Wednesday night 
at 8 p.m. since the beginning of last Fall 
Semester. 
There is a special emphasis on this 
service during the Lenten season. 
“Of course studies are important,” 
 “The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation offers 
us the chance to 
acknowledge our 
failures, heal our 
wounds, become 
whole again, and be 
strengthened by God’s 
mercy to begin anew.”
“It is a chance for us to 
forgive, seek forgiveness, 
and renew our trust 
in God’s uneding gift 
of forgiveness.”
see Reconciliation, page 2
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2/28 6:00pm 
Incident: Suspicious Circum-
stances
Location: Assumption Hall
Synopsis: A missing laptop was 
later found outside the build-
ing, under the ramp on the dirt 
near the lounge door. The case 
was closed. 
3/01 12:30pm
Incident: Vehicle Vandalism 
Location: Ageno C Parking Lot
Synopsis: The rear window of a 
vehicle was smashed. The cause 
was unknown. There were no 
suspects.  The case has been 
suspended. 
3/02 1:06am
Incident: Fire Alarm
Location: Justin Hall
Synopsis: Pull Station Alarm. 
Moraga Orinda Fire Depart-
ment reported that the fire 
alarm pull stated needed to be 
repaired. Referred to Facilities 
Services.
3/02 7:00 am
Incident: Fire Alarm
Location: Galileo Hall
Synopsis: Alarm was set off by 
an unknown cause—no fire, 
smoke, or scorching. The case 
was referred to facilities ser-
vices. 
3/02 7:00pm
Incident: Theft
Location: Augustine Hall
Synopsis:  Theft of  personal 
property from the hall laundry 
room. The case was closed and 
referred to Residential Experi-
ence. 
3/03 12:20am
I n c i d e n t :  S t u d e n t  C o n d u c t 
Violation
Location: Upper De La Salle 
parking lot
Synopsis: Possession of Mari-
juana and paraphernalia, which 
while not specified, can include 
pipes, etc. Referred to Commu-
nity Life.
3/03 1:00 am 
Incident: Vehicle Damage
Location: Ageno B parking lot
Synopsis: Damage to vehicle by 
unknown person. The case has 
been closed. 
3/03 1:35 am
Crime Beat I n c i d e n t :  S t u d e n t  C o n d u c t Violation
Location: Mitty Hall
Synopsis: Possession of alcohol 
and underag e drinking.  Re -
ferred to Residential Experi-
ence.
3/03 3:20 am
Incident: Fire Alarm
Location: Galileo Hall
Synopsis: Alarm set off by un-
known cause.  There was no 
fire, smoke, or scorching. The 
case was referred to Facilities 
Services. 
3/03 5:10 am 
Location: Galileo Hall
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Alarm set of by un-
known cause—no fire, smoke 
o r  s c o r c h i n g .  T h e  c a s e  wa s 
referred to Facilities Services.
3/03  4:50pm
Location: Ageno B Parking Lot
Incident: Suspicious Circum-
stance
Synopsis: Visitor to campus pos-
sibly intoxicated while driving. 
The case was closed. 
3/03 11:30pm 
Location: Soda Center
Incident: Medical Transport
Synopsis: A student was intoxi-
cated at the Black Light dance. 
The student was transported via 
ambulance to Kaiser in Walnut 
Creek. 
3/04  12:00pm
Incident: Theft
Location: De La Salle Hall
Synopsis:  Items were stolen 
from the vending machine. The 
case was referred to residential 
experience. 
Correction
In the article “Br. Camillus: 
a history of the beloved fist-
bumper” in the March 6 edition 
of The Collegian, The Collegian 
mistakenly titled Martin Bu-
ber’s book “I and Thou” “I and 
Though” and also mistakenly 
referred to Martin Buber as Mi-
chael Buber. 
The Collegian regrets these 
errors and strives to maintain 
accuracy. 
Fr. Hai said, “They can help us 
plumb the depths of the myster-
ies of self, others, and the divine. 
However, in the grand scheme 
of things, the relationships we 
build with others are essential 
to our recognition of the holy 
presence of God. Reconciliation 
helps nourish those relation-
ships with God and with others.” 
For those interested, the Sac-
rament of  Reconciliation is 
offered every Sunday in the Cha-
pel from 7-7:45 pm. Students can 
also contact Father Hai or other 
priests on campus to request 
time for confession.THE CHAPEL was dimly lit during last Wednesday’s reconciliation service creating a reflective space. (KAVYA MADDALI/COLLEGIAN)
Lenten Service:
Reconcilation,
Adoration offered
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Club Profile: Enactus students learn about service
For students who are passion-
ate about service, leadership, and 
sustainable business, Enactus is 
an active Saint Mary’s club that 
welcomes students of all majors. 
On the Saint Mary’s website, En-
actus’s mission states that they 
are “a community of student, 
academic and business leaders 
committed to using the power of 
entrepreneurial action to trans-
form lives and shape a better, 
more sustainable world.” As an 
active chapter, they are part of a 
worldwide organization that is 
dedicated to finding individuals 
who value innovation, integrity, 
and collaboration. 
According to the executive vice 
president, Ana Chena Davila, “En-
actus is a worldwide organization 
that develops entrepreneurial 
projects to help communities. As 
Enactus members work on these 
projects, they learn about current 
BY TERRILYN HO
COPY EDITOR
problems affecting society and 
learn how to function as part of 
a team.”
A ccording to the Enactus 
worldwide webpage, there are 
active chapters in 36 countries, 
which include over 1,730 universi-
ties and over 72,000 students with 
their reach extending to more 
than 1,300,000 people impacted. 
The Saint Mary’s Enactus chap-
ter consists of three separate 
groups: projects, executive/ad-
ministrative, and competition. 
Students who are part of the proj-
ects committee work on planning 
and executing business initiatives. 
One of the most recent completed 
projects involved the Monument 
Crisis Center in Concord, where 
Enactus members held sessions 
for students in middle school and 
high school, informing them of 
various post-graduate and career 
opportunities. 
A project that has been in de-
velopment is one that is also tied 
to the Monument Crisis Center, 
where students have been tutor-
ing individuals who are preparing 
to take the U.S. citizenship test. 
Another current goal for the 
club is to find a way to effortlessly 
and continually place solar panels 
on tiny homes in Oakland; howev-
er, they have run into issues with 
the city, who has been adverse to 
the idea of having homeless people 
loitering the streets and to making 
available space for tiny homes. 
After students complete these 
projects, those who are on the 
competition committee prepare 
and attend tournaments to pres-
ent their business initiatives. 
There are regional and national 
competitions that culminate into 
a final international competition. 
Every year, an Enactus world 
cup is held, where the top chap-
ters from each country compete 
by presenting the details of every 
project that they’ve completed 
within the past year. The co-pres-
ident of Enactus, Cassie Balducci, 
stated, “I love Enactus because it 
allows students to come together 
and work towards helping the 
community while also gaining 
experience and insights on what 
they want to do in the future.”
For those interested in joining 
a new club, Enactus is always 
looking for members who wish to 
develop their business initiative 
skills and are willing to commit 
to projects with a far-reaching 
impact on others.
“I love Enactus because 
it allows students to 
come together and work 
towards helping the 
community while also 
gaining experience and 
insights on what they 
want to do in the future.”
Campus 
Calendar
The Bible, Theology & Religion 
Lecture Series: Professor 
Michael Barram
Tuesday, March 13th
7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Soda Activity Center
Contact: Father David Gentry-
Akin dgentry@stmarys-ca.edu
2018 Undergraduate Grad Fair
Wednesday, March 14
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Soda Activity Center
Contact: 
Commencement Office
925-631-8300
Student Recital Series
Wednesday, March 14
1:15 p.m.
Chapel
Contact:
Tara Sundy
tms8@stmarys-ca.edu
You Are a Rock: Stories of 
Addiction, Recovery,  and 
Healing 
Wednesday, March 14
5:30 p.m.
Mission and Ministry Center
Contact: 
Victor Jose Jaimes
vjj1@stmarys-ca.edu
Executive Speaker Series: 
“A p p r e c i a t i n g  D i ve r s i ty : 
Creating an Engaging and 
Inclusive Environment in the 
Workplace”
Wednesday, March 14
6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Dryden Hall
Contact:
Mary Gleason
mkg6@stmarys-ca.edu.
Career Night -  English & 
Related Majors 
Wednesday, March 14
7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Hagerty Lounge
Contact:
C a r e e r  a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l 
Development Services 
925-631-4600
How to Read a Graphic Novel
Monday, March 19
1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Soda Activity Center
Contact:
Seminar Informal Curriculum 
Coordinator
Krista Varela Posell
kdv1@stmarys-ca.edu
Greatest Conversations, Spring 
2018 
“Terrorism, Privacy, and Security 
in the Digital Age”
Monday, March 19
7:30 p.m.
Soda Activity Center
Contact:
Steve Woolpert
woolpert@stmarys-ca.edu
The Campus Calendar column 
is a service highlighting major 
events of the week. To include 
your event, email details to 
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
Due to space limitations, 
we cannot list individual 
club meetings.
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Descartes: Informal Curriculum brings Seminar texts out of the classroom 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
is the relationship in the Dis-
course between the stuff about 
itself (cogito) and the program-
matic methodological scientific 
agenda that emerges from the 
Discourse?” 
The second was aimed to bring 
the discussion outside of the 
text: “Is it the case that our ap-
proach to the natural world is 
shaped by our understanding 
of ourselves and our conscious-
ness?”
The second question led di-
rectly into the talk Professor 
Peter Freund gave. Freund ex-
plained his connection with 
Descartes: “For me, Descartes’ 
famous dictum ‘I think therefore 
I am’ beautifully expresses the 
mainspring of art. But it’s less his 
conclusion that is inspiring than 
the underlying problem that it 
acknowledges. In the universe of 
Descartes’ Discourse on Method, 
there is something structur-
ally unstable—a gap—in “ be-
ing” itself that the philosopher 
tries to overcome by grounding 
the ‘I’  in ‘thinking ’ (aka the 
“cogito”).  From my point of 
view, art springs from this same 
structural deadlock. But rather 
than promising certainty, which 
is the expressed purpose of 
Descartes’ ‘method,’ an artistic 
method is a way of harnessing 
the fundamental gap to generate 
something beyond the ground-
ing certainties of the ‘I.’”  
Freund showed the audience 
how he is using the artistic 
method to address this “funda-
mental gap.” 
His current project revolves 
around creating art about Iran 
using digital mediums. He has 
created a new and unique pro-
cess. 
“I devised a process I call ‘po-
etic hacking’ as an answer to the 
question. I enter semantic text 
into the code-bed of iconic imag-
ery and then reconfigure the re-
sulting distortions to the images 
into a series of prints. Each text 
is researched and selected based 
on its real or potential associa-
tions with the image it digitally 
distorts. Admittedly, the project 
is an absurdist gesture, but one 
that has a rigorous technical and 
conceptual basis.” He showed 
the audience some of his pieces 
and explained the process. 
The two presentations fit to-
gether well. Br. Barth explained: 
“[Freund] described the core 
element of an image being the 
absence of the primary viewer 
whose perspective we receive as 
secondary viewers or spectators. 
I thought the ‘gap in being’ that 
Prof. Freund uses as his initial 
point of exploration emphasized 
well the mysterious relation-
ship between body and soul 
that Descartes fails to address 
sufficiently.”
The two professors come from 
“I thought the ‘gap in 
being’ that Prof Freund 
uses as his initial 
point of exploration 
emphasized well the 
mysterious relationship 
between body and soul 
that Descartes fails to 
address sufficiently.”
very different fields, and their 
convergence on Descartes’ Dis-
course on Method helped bring 
this seminar text alive. 
Participant Mikayla Cree ‘21 
is not currently taking Seminar 
103 but attended out of curiosity 
and enjoyed the talk. “The Semi-
nar Informal Curriculum pro-
vides enriching opportunities to 
learn outside the classroom,” she 
said. “I encourage other students 
to pursue these opportunities!” 
For more information, contact: 
Seminar Informal Curriculum 
Coordinator, Krista Varela Posell 
at kdv1@stmarys-ca.edu.
PROF. FREUND discusses the perspective of the viewer. (KATE ARENCHILD/COLLEGIAN)
PROF. WEISSMAN lectures in the Saint Mary’s College Museum. (ALEXANDER VICTORIA/COLLEGIAN)
A FLOWER ARRANGEMENT decorates Saint Mary’s Drive. (GABBY VANACORE/COLLEGIAN)
Campus 
Snapshots
Brockhampton delivers energetic performance at the Warfield
BY ADRIANA AVILA
NEWS REPORTER
CULTURE
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“A r e  y o u  a l i v e ? ”  s h o u t e d 
Brockhampton vocalist Kevin 
Abstract. My immediate answer 
on Sunday night was yes, but I 
can’t say that I felt the same way 
once Monday morning came, and 
my 9:15 a.m. class rolled around. 
Nonetheless, going to a concert 
at 9:45 p.m. on a Sunday night 
in the City was totally worth it. 
Dressed in orange jumpsuits, like 
in some of their music videos, 
the Brockhampton members left 
their mark at The Warfield in San 
Francisco. Each song was per-
formed with high intensity, and 
the energy seemed to increase as 
the night went on.
Brockhampton is an American 
musical group from Texas that 
identifies as a boy band. In fact, 
they proudly calls themselves 
“the best boy band since One Di-
rection.” The group was formed 
on an online forum, making them 
the “Internet’s first boy band.” 
Their music typically falls within 
the genres of (but is not limited 
to) hip hop, alternative hip hop, 
and alternative R&B. 
A variety of songs were played 
from the three “SATURATION” 
albums that they released be-
tween June and December of 
2017. The band started with the 
hit “BOOGIE,” during which the 
THE MEMBERS OF BROCKHAMPTON ?????????????????????? ????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?????????????
entire crowd went completely 
wild, as they danced and sang 
along. Although it seemed like 
everyone was losing their sanity, 
the concert seemed to have an 
intimate aspect to it thanks to 
the stage props, which were set 
up like a lounge with a couch, 
chairs, and rug. The group mem-
bers would take turns sitting and 
performing as if they were just 
performing with some friends in 
a living room. The props did not 
distract the audience from the 
performance, but rather provid-
ed a sense of comfort and home.
Some boy band aspects of 
the concert included a Q&A 
with vocalist Ameer Vann and 
a dance competition between 
other vocalists, such as Merlyn 
Wood and JOBA. For most of 
the songs, at least seven of the 
band members were present on 
stage, including Kevin Abstract, 
Ameer Vann, Merlyn Wood, 
JOBA, Matt Champion, Dom 
McLennon, and Bearface. There 
are roughly 14 people who are a 
part of Brockhampton, but only 
?????????????
was so sweet I 
didn’t want the 
??????????????
seven do most of the perform-
ing. The other members do the 
behind-the-scenes work such as 
production, marketing, sound, 
photo, and video.
Fellow Saint Mary’s College 
students Eleanor Boling ‘19, Wen-
dy Melendez ‘19, Joy Balinbin ‘19, 
and Monica Avila ‘21 joined me 
at our first Brockhampton con-
cert. “The concert was so sweet 
I didn’t want the night to end,” 
said Avila. With a set list that 
evoked everyone’s inner dancer, 
Brockhampton’s music had a 
direct effect on the physical and 
mental health of my friends. “I 
gave myself whiplash and it was 
totally worth it,” said Boling.
The energy and passion of 
the performers totally made up 
for the loss of sleep and minor 
injuries that some of us walked 
away with. If you haven’t already, 
I would recommend checking 
out Brockhampton’s music. Who 
knows? Maybe you’ll find your-
self spontaneously attending 
their next concert.
CULTURE
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“The Bachelor” finale shocks fans with a heartbreaking twist and announcement
This past week, millions of 
Americans waited to see who 
Arie Luyendyk Jr., the current 
Bachelor of this season, would 
propose to. Would it be Becca, 
the more logical choice and the 
one he seems to have more of 
a connection with?  Or would 
it be Lauren, the girl he can’t 
have full conversations with, 
yet says he has an unexplainable 
connection with? I waited with 
bated breath as I watched the 
shocking twist of The Bachelor 
finale, followed by the “After the 
Final Rose” interviews.
It was clear that Arie was 
conflicted about his decision 
on proposal day as he went back 
and forth with both girls, even 
going as far as to tell both that he 
loved them. It was heartbreak-
ing to see that both Lauren and 
Becca were so confident going 
into the day—each one thinking 
she would be proposed to. 
In the end, Arie sent Lauren 
home in tears and proposed to 
Becca. 
I was so hopeful for the couple 
as I watched the proposal and 
saw the excitement on Becca’s 
face. However, fans knew that 
the happy ending would not last 
long, as social media spoilers 
claimed that Arie would choose 
“Annihilation” takes a unique approach to the sci-fi thriller genre
BY KIANA LEI YAP
?????????????????
Alex Garland’s newest film, 
“Annihilation,” is a sci-fi thriller 
that encapsulates viewers in 
the disorienting, yet beautiful 
world of “The Shimmer.” Set in 
modern America, the film is host 
to a female-lead cast, featuring 
Natalie Portman as the biologist 
Lena and Jennifer Jason Leigh 
as the enigmatic psychologist Dr. 
Ventress. 
The film begins when Lena 
is recruited from her cancer 
cell research position at Johns 
Hopkins to journey with Dr. 
Ventress’ team to investigate the 
extraterrestrial phenomenon of 
“The Shimmer,” which has over-
taken a Floridian marshland and 
whose range continues to grow. 
The ominous danger of the trek 
lies in the premise that almost 
nothing—be it human, robot, or 
communication signal—has re-
turned from their mission into 
The Shimmer’s realm, except one: 
Lena’s husband (portrayed by Os-
car Isaac). Don’t worry, this isn’t a 
spoiler; the trailer all but dumps 
the entirety of the movie up until 
the climax into the viewer’s lap.
A majority of the film takes 
place in the extraterrestrial world 
where the audience journeys 
alongside Lena, Dr. Ventress, 
and their three-person team. 
Cinematographer Rob Hardy 
gives us a dreamlike world that 
holds the viewer’s gaze within 
the creepy, menacing aura of the 
film. Plants and animals are allur-
ingly, yet grotesquely, mutated, as 
creation and destruction affect 
all creatures in the realm, even 
including Lena and the team. As 
the plot’s build-up progresses and 
the team nears the source of The 
Shimmer, the metamorphoses 
grow darker for all, yet the beauty 
of their environment remains a 
sickening presence. There are a 
few slightly gruesome scenes, but 
they draw more mind-tripping 
intrigue than horror. 
What I appreciated the most 
was the artistic grandeur of both 
the film and its score, composed 
by Geoff Barrow and Ben Salis-
bury. For a typical sci-fi thriller, 
one might only expect droning 
“Blade Runner” or “Arrival”-
esque ambient tones, but what 
was most surprising was the 
use of an acoustic guitar-driven 
melody in the earlier scenes. We 
are introduced to the oddly-fit-
ting, floating melody as the crew 
wanders through the forests and 
marshlands in imaginative dis-
covery. The film still has those sci-
fi atmospheric tones, but they’re 
featured primarily in the climax, 
which is carried into completion 
entirely without dialogue. The 
climax’s ambient sound is one 
segment that transitions from 
orchestral hums, to a simple but 
standout four-note synth tone 
(featured in the trailer), and 
fades out with a glittering choral 
decrescendo.
In an interview with Slate 
writer Marissa Martinelli, the 
composers commented on the 
structure of the score in the cli-
max: “You are hearing synths…
it’s the only time in the score that 
synths and electronics make an 
overt appearance. They do so pur-
posefully in this part of the film so 
that [the climax] stands apart…
Sometimes the most arresting 
things are the simplest things.” 
This film is a cinematic marvel 
with Garland’s subtly detailed 
use of imagery and foreshadow-
ing. There’s a recurring motif of 
cell division, hearkening back 
to Lena’s cancer cell research 
profession. Representations of 
rebirth, growth, and destruction 
are seen throughout: floral ge-
netic mutations, bizarre animal 
deformities, and even the team’s 
own psychological and physical 
changes after an alarming real-
ization about midway through 
the film. 
What the movie showcases is 
Garland’s aptitude for transform-
ing the most simple shots and 
objects into vehicles of foreshad-
owing. In two separate scenes, 
Garland makes use of a simple 
water glass, distorted reflections, 
and lighting to alert viewers, with 
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a certain unease, of a signal of the 
foreboding events to come. This 
is all accomplished with a glass 
of water. 
Where the film fails for me is in 
its muddled scramble of a climax. 
The build-up to the climax enve-
lopes us in the glistening glory 
and gnarled anomalies of The 
Shimmer’s world. We’re on the 
journey alongside Lena, travel-
ing deeper into the marshland 
to find the source of the alien de-
velopment. We reach the climax, 
and it’s a weird (but not in the 
intriguing sense like the rest of 
the movie) and sloppy reach for 
closure. The featured review for 
the film on IMDb calls the climax 
“much more of an intellectual 
payoff than a spectacular action 
scene,” which lessens the appeal 
for someone wanting more ac-
tion and less perplexity. Does it 
make the film not worth watch-
ing? Absolutely not. But it is a 
considerable letdown after such 
a well-executed, thrilling rise. 
Despite how the film has been 
doing in box offices—grossing at 
a minor 25 percent of its overall 
budget on opening weekend—it’s 
a rare sci-fi film with emotional 
and intellectual substance, not 
just action and lens flares. In 
a review by Brian Tallerico on 
the Roger Ebert blog, he writes, 
“‘Annihilation’ is not an easy 
film to discuss. It’s a movie that 
will have a different meaning to 
different viewers who are will-
ing to engage with it…It’s meant 
to linger in your mind and haunt 
your dreams.” 
The movie’s direction and 
design give the film its artistic 
appeal, while its narrative ex-
ecution draws us to engage with 
it and, perhaps, see a version of 
ourselves in The Shimmer, too. 
Becca then break up with her to 
return to Lauren. Viewers also 
got a glimpse from the “Women 
Tell All” featurette where Caro-
line Lunny, Bachelor contestant 
and Becca’s close friend, called 
Arie out and said, “I know what 
you did, and I don’t know how 
you could do that.” 
As the show continued, the 
fans got to see what life was like 
after the show for the happy 
couple as they made pizza, laid 
in a hammock together, and 
were all smiles for the camera. 
But that didn’t last for long. I 
knew a breakup was about to 
happen as soon as I realized 
there was still one hour left of 
the finale, which usually doesn’t 
happen. 
The intense breakup scene 
was uncensored footage, mean-
ing there were no cuts and the 
full thirty minutes of the break-
up was shot in real time. “It is 
the first completely unedited 
scene in reality TV history,” said 
host Chris Harrison. It showed 
the raw emotion of this breakup, 
and the audience got to see what 
truly happened.
Arie went to see Becca at the 
secret hideaway house in Los 
Angeles, where the couple lived 
for some time after the show 
aired. Meanwhile, Becca spoke 
to the camera about how happy 
she was and how she couldn’t 
wait to plan a future with Arie. 
Once Arie knocked on the 
door, I could feel my heart beat-
ing as I knew poor Becca was 
about to have her heart crushed. 
It was gut wrenching to see how 
Becca was so happy to see Arie, 
but the whole audience watch-
ing knew that something bad 
was about to happen. 
Once they sat down on the 
couch, Arie told Becca he still 
had feelings for Lauren. Though 
Becca was upset,  Arie stuck 
around there for a very long 
time (too long in my opinion) 
even though Becca asked him to 
leave multiple times. 
I t  w a s  a  b r u t a l  B a c h e l o r 
breakup, and as a long-time 
Bachelor fan who has seen ten 
seasons of this show, I thought 
that this was the hardest break-
up I have ever witnessed. Becca 
was completely blindsided, and 
my heart went out to her. 
During the break up, she stat-
ed “I feel like my future was just 
ripped away from me,” as Arie 
just sat there watching her cry 
on the couch. After Arie finally 
left the house, he went to Vir-
ginia Beach where Lauren lived, 
to beg her to take him back. She 
said yes. 
During “After the Final Rose,” 
I was ecstatic to find out that 
Becca was announced as the 
Bachelorette, meaning she will 
take part in the next season 
of the show. Arie proposed to 
his runner up, Lauren, and she 
happily said yes. However, it 
was very awkward since the 
audience wasn’t sure whether 
to clap or not because they were 
still getting over the fact he had 
broken up with Becca.
In the end, everyone got a 
happy ending: Arie ended up 
with Lauren, and Becca got a 
second chance at love by be-
coming the next Bachelorette. 
I wish Arie and Lauren the best 
as I know they will be facing 
a lot of scrutiny by the media. 
Of course, Becca had her heart 
broken, but Arie ultimately ad-
mitted his mistake and took full 
ownership. 
As fans, we like to judge what 
we watch on television, but right 
now America just needs to move 
on and let the happy couple live 
their lives. Ultimately, that’s 
what the goal of the Bachelor 
is:  to help people find their 
“forever love,” no matter the 
consequences.
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Dear Editors,
I can’t say that I’m surprised…
just a bit disappointed.
A s  t h e  c h a i r  o f  t h e  S a i n t 
Mary’s “44 Days Honoring Black 
History” program, I reached out 
to The Collegian on the first day 
of school informing them that 
the College’s inaugural Black 
H i st o r y  Mo n t h  c e l e b r a t i o n 
was in full swing! In an email, I 
offered them dates for events, 
told them that I could provide 
pictures and commentary, and 
directed them to students who 
attended the events to provide 
quotes. I also shared with them 
that Tarana Burke, founder of 
#MeToo and arguably the most 
relevant and influential woman 
on the planet at this current 
time, would be our featured 
speaker, gracing the Soda Cen-
ter stage on Monday, Feb. 27 to 
inspire the Saint Mary’s com-
munity and the entire Bay Area.
Unfortunately, I heard noth-
ing back from The Collegian. I 
then called their listed number 
hoping to speak to a representa-
tive, but I only got their voice-
mail, with no callback.
So, as the “44 Days” celebra-
tion and the nationally rec-
ognized Black History Month 
celebration came to an end, I 
scanned through The Colle-
gian’s first publication of the 
Spring 2018 semester, hoping to 
at least see an article, a picture, 
or even an honorable mention 
of this groundbreaking celebra-
tion, but there was nothing. Not 
even a mention of Black History 
Month!
I said to myself, “Perhaps they 
are waiting for the next issue to 
cover this celebration.” After 
all, even the East Bay Times 
published an article of our pro-
gramming. How naïve of me to 
think this. The next publication 
came without a single mention 
of “44 Days” or Black History 
Month in general.
Again, I wasn’t surprised, just 
a bit disappointed.
As the Chair of 44 Days and 
Coordinator for Black Student 
A ch i evement,  it  is  my c a l l-
ing,  my honor,  and my duty 
to inspire the Black student 
population on the Saint Mary’s 
campus — the ones who are of-
ten overlooked, marginalized, 
and silenced.
To the Editors at The Col-
legian, I challenge you to get 
on board, to give a voice to the 
overlooked and unheard, to use 
all voices and share all journeys, 
and to celebrate and recog-
nize all students and cultures. 
Again, it would be an honor to 
collaborate with you to lift up, 
highlight,  expose, and bring 
awareness to the voices and fac-
es of color here at Saint Mary’s 
College. I invite you to join in 
with our 44 Days sub-theme of 
“collective courage”.
But in the meantime, I would 
like to take this opportunity 
to honor them and their hard 
work. So I will gladly be the 
news reporter and let our Saint 
Mary’s readers know what an 
outstanding month our black 
students co-created.  
We called our program “44 
Days Honoring Black History” 
as a positive nod to our 44th 
President, Barack Obama. This 
was an inaugural Saint Mary’s 
Black History Month celebra-
tion, as it is the first time that 
Saint Mary’s College has pro-
vided institutional dollars and 
resources for an official Saint 
Mary ’s College Black History 
Month celebration. The cele-
bration began on MLK day with 
a kick-off mass (thank you Fr. 
Hai) and ended on Feb. 27, with 
our featured speaker, Tarana 
Burke, with over 700 people 
registered for the event! The 
committee offers many thanks 
to the Office of the President 
and all of the other Saint Mary’s 
departments, committees, and 
centers that donated funds and 
resources. 
During the 44 days celebra-
tion, we took 44 students to 
see the premiere of “Black Pan-
ther,” provided opportunities 
for community service,  col-
laborated with various Saint 
Mary’s academic departments 
who screened award-winning 
films, brought notable speak-
ers to campus, and highlighted 
the contributions of women of 
African descent. We painted 
the “SMC” sign red, black, and 
green (the Pan-African colors), 
held the first  Annual  Black 
Convocation Breakfast, invited 
award-winning documentary 
filmmaker director Dr. Gillian 
Scott-Ward to host a “healing 
workshop” for our students 
of color, highlighted the work 
of two talented Saint Mary ’s 
students who are published 
authors, and celebrated black 
culture by attending the Black 
Joy parade in Oakland.
This was a packed 44 days 
that celebrated many facets and 
complexities in the black com-
munity. The committee worked 
hard to provide students, facul-
ty, staff, and, most importantly, 
black students with program-
ming and events that would 
inspire, motivate, and spark 
their own creative minds to 
enhance themselves and their 
Saint Mary’s community.
To my people, this situation 
reminded of a powerful African 
proverb that reads, “Until the 
lion learns to write, every story 
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NRA’s solution to gun violence unrealistic after recent school shootings
On Feb. 14, Nikolas Cruz gunned 
down 17 people at Marjory Stone-
man High School in one of the U.S.’s 
most horrific school shootings ever. 
Following this tragedy, students 
took it upon themselves to take 
action, campaigning in rallies and 
marches and hosting city hall meet-
ings in an effort to get stiffer laws 
concerning firearms. In response 
to the students’ efforts, several com-
panies have decided to sever ties 
with the National Rifle Association 
(NRA), which is a groundbreaking 
decision that demands attention. 
The NRA has been one of the 
United States’ most influential 
interest groups for decades. Thou-
sands of people nationwide look to 
this organization to protect their 
Second Amendment Rights. How-
ever, with the rise of gun violence in 
the U.S., some people are holding the 
NRA and its influence in Congress 
accountable. 
The rise of gun violence in schools 
in the U.S. has only risen in the cur-
rent century. According to CNN, 
there has been an average of one 
school shooting per week in 2018, 
a number frightening to students, 
teachers, parents, and fellow citi-
zens. Now students have taken it 
upon themselves to achieve the 
results they want, and with this 
tragedy adults seem to be taking 
notice. 
By severing ties with the NRA, 
several companies, including The 
First National Bank of Omaha, 
MetLife, Delta Airlines, etc., ended 
their discounts to NRA members. 
These decisions have been met with 
mixed reactions, with supporters of 
gun control applauding the compa-
nies’ efforts and NRA proponents 
condemning the actions. 
These decisions by companies are 
significant and long overdue. Action 
to combat gun violence must be 
taken, and if action will not be taken 
by politicians, it is up to the common 
people to take a stand. Opponents 
may argue that these decisions by 
companies are only hurting mem-
bers. But they are only a result of 
the organization’s leaders refusing 
to discuss solutions to the increase 
in violence. 
Now maybe companies’ decisions 
for pulling away from the NRA 
are completely selfish. It may be 
better business for them to break 
away from the NRA while they are 
in hot water. Nevertheless, it is an 
outcome that the NRA will have to 
acknowledge and respond to if more 
and more businesses pull away. 
Also, if people support these com-
panies’ decisions in breaking away 
from the NRA, it is their responsi-
bility to support them financially, 
giving them the business that they 
are going to lose. It is essential for 
people to support each other in 
their shared beliefs, and by this 
example they can encourage other 
businesses to follow.
Although schools are supposed 
to be a safe haven for the nation’s 
youth, they have become a prime 
target for horrific acts of violence. 
Perpetrators see the vulnerability 
in the school atmosphere and take 
advantage of it, destroying countless 
lives with their actions. 
When tragedy strikes, people 
have differing opinions on how to 
deal with it, and for far too long the 
excuse has been that it is “too soon” 
to make a decision.  Following the 
Sandy Hook Elementary school 
shooting, where first graders were 
murdered, many people believed 
that action on gun control would 
be taken. Yet, the momentum was 
forgotten about, becoming swept 
away by new issues.  
How many more dead children 
is it going to take for lawmakers to 
take notice? According to The New 
York Times, since the Sandy Hook 
Elementary shooting there have 
been 239 school shootings, resulting 
in 438 people being shot and 138 be-
ing killed. Any number is too high of 
a number, and it is time for people to 
claim that enough is enough. 
The NRA has proposed that 
teachers should begin carrying 
guns, allowing them to stop an 
attacker themselves. This idea is 
in conflict with the demands of 
students and parents, who call for 
increasing the age limit to buying 
a firearm and banning certain as-
sault style rifles and equipment. The 
NRA’s decision to prevent another 
catastrophe has several flaws in it. 
One is that it would be incredibly 
difficult to train teachers to use a 
gun, and it would especially difficult 
to use it in a chaotic situation. 
The Second Amendment is very 
important; it is one of the original 
laws in the United States Constitu-
tion. It was put in place to allow peo-
ple to protect themselves against 
other people, outside nations, and 
the government. However, it is 
essential that in this day and age, 
steps are taken to protect people 
from modern weaponry. When 
the Amendment was written, guns 
that unleashed hundreds of bullets 
a minute did not exist. Now they 
do, and laws need to be created to 
protect people from them.
will glorify the hunter.” You 
are beautiful, intelligent, and 
powerful lions discovering your 
story! Although your student 
newspaper did not cover your 
story, it needs to be heard! Do 
not wait for others to give you 
permission to tell your story…
Grab the mic, and speak your 
truth! We will listen and glorify 
your story. 
WAKANDA FOREVER!
Sincerely, 
Calvin Monroe
Letter to the Editor
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
??? ????? ??????
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2018 FIFA World Cup gets ready to kick-off in Russia
TBD
The women’s basketball team finds 
out where they will be playing this 
postseason on Monday night, as a 
bid to the NIT seems most likely.
BASEBALL 
Wed. vs Fresno State, 3:00 p.m.
Fri. @ Portland, 4:00 p.m.
Sat. @ Portland, 4:00 p.m.
Sun. @ Portland, 2:00 p.m.
After coming home for a midweek 
clash against Fresno State, the 
Gaels will head back to the Pacific 
Northwest to begin conference 
play against Portland.
Meet the athlete profile: Derek Ellingson
????????????? ????
????????????? ?????
Every year, dozens of young 
men head out to the pitch eager to 
become part of the infamous Saint 
Mary’s Men’s Rugby Team and 
uphold the traditions of this wildly 
exciting sport, which has become 
an integral part of the fabric and 
history of Saint Mary’s College.
Derek Ellingson is one of those 
young men who thrives on Pat 
Vincent Field. He is fairly new to 
rugby, but that does not stop him 
from shining on the pitch. The 
rugby player is a Bay Area native 
from Walnut Creek, CA, and he 
attended De La Salle High School 
in Concord, CA.
Ellingson, who is naturally 
athletic, has played many sports 
throughout his lifetime. He en-
joyed success while playing base-
ball, soccer, lacrosse, and hockey, 
but decided to try his hand in 
rugby about a year and a half ago. 
He instantly fell in love with the 
intensity and fast paced tempo of 
the game.
Ellingson smiles as he explains 
his initial interest in the sport, 
“When I quit hockey, I wanted 
to play another sport on campus, 
and one that involved contact, so 
I figured rugby was a good option 
for me.”
He currently plays wing, and 
With the FIFA World Cup in 
Russia kicking off in less than 
100 days,  here is a guide to 
which countries have the best 
chances of making noise in the 
one-month tournament and 
which countries may disappoint 
their fans. 
Germany
We start with the defending 
champions. Having won the 
World Cup in 2014, the Germans 
must be seen as the heavy fa-
vorites in Russia. They have an 
abundance of veteran players 
from their previous success, as 
well as young, up-and-coming 
stars, and that makes them the 
team to beat. 
Spain
Champions in 2010, Spain was 
underwhelming in 2014, losing 
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BEACH VOLLEYBALL
Tues. vs Santa Clara, 3:00 p.m.
Fri. @ California, 3:00 p.m.
Sat. vs Feather River, 11:00 a.m.
Sat. vs San Francisco, 1:30 p.m.
The beach volleyball team 
looks to improve on their three 
game win streak as they face a 
challenging four game week.
MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TRACK AND FIELD
Sat. @ Hornet Invitational, 
9:30 a.m. (Sacramento)
Fri. vs SJSU, 12:00 p.m.
The Gaels come home for a contest 
against their foes from the South 
Bay as they take on San Jose State.
WOMEN’S TENNIS
to the Netherlands and Chile in 
their group to crash out before 
the knockout round even began. 
Now, they have been able to mix 
their legends with newer players 
who are excited to prove them-
selves on the big stage. Expect 
them to improve considerably 
from 2014. 
Brazil
After a humiliating 7-1 loss 
to Germany in the semifinals 
of the 2014 World Cup, in their 
own country no less, Brazil will 
be hoping to find their identity 
once again as the most success-
ful country in World Cup history. 
Neymar will be the main man, 
but having just recently bro-
ken his foot, his other talented 
teammates will need to step up 
if Brazil wants to stand a chance. 
France
The country that most con-
sider to have the highest quality 
of young talent, with stars like 
Kylian Mbappé and Antoine 
Griezmann, the French have 
big hopes ahead of the tour-
nament. Though, the age-old 
issue remains for France: Will 
these players be able to play as 
a team? They were drawn in a 
tough group, with a solid Danish 
team and an unpredictable and 
dangerous Peruvian side looking 
to complicate things for France. 
Argentina
Captained by the best player in 
the world, Lionel Messi, Argenti-
na made it all the way to the final 
of the last World Cup, but  they 
could not get the job done. Ar-
gentina’s aging squad knows this 
might be Messi’s final chance at 
World Cup glory. If they play as 
frustratingly and lethargically as 
they did in the qualifying round, 
don’t expect Messi to finally get 
that last major honor. 
Portugal
Captained by the other best 
player in the world, Cristiano 
Ronaldo, Portugal goes into 
this tournament having just 
won their country’s first major 
trophy, the European Champion-
ship. With Portugal playing with 
confidence, their fans should 
feel optimistic, but a lack in 
quality throughout their team, 
aside from CR7, may prove costly 
further on in the tournament. 
Belgium
Led by some of the best players 
in the world, it is a wonder how 
Belgium has not had any success 
at a major tournament in recent 
years. If they can finally get play-
ers like Eden Hazard and Kevin 
De Bruyne to gel together, they 
should be considered serious 
contenders come June. 
England
The mighty England hopes 
that their young core will be 
able to shine in Russia. With 
star forward Harry Kane leading 
the line, anything is possible. 
However, this is England we are 
talking about, so expect them 
to be eliminated in a penalty 
shootout, probably at the hands 
of Germany. 
Mexico
Mexico’s fans should look 
towards this tournament with 
excitement, as their talented 
squad could surprise a few. While 
there are still question marks 
about manager Juan Carlos Oso-
rio, players like Javier “Chich-
arito” Hernández and Hirving 
“Chucky ” Lozano will  bring 
some life into this Mexican 
team. Plus, they eased through 
qualifying, and their major rival, 
the U.S., isn’t even in the tourna-
ment, so that must feel good.
also lays claim to the secondary 
“unofficial” position on the team 
as a “hype man.” Ellingson’s high 
energy and positive personal-
ity keeps the team’s morale high, 
whether at practice, or in a game. 
The rugby player not only brings 
positive energy to the field, but 
there is no doubt he also brings 
speed and remarkable ball han-
dling skills as well.
One of the highlights from his 
rugby career was when he scored 
a try that put the Gaels in the lead 
during their intense match against 
rival team Cal.
Ellingson and his teammates 
are looking forward to this spring 
when they travel to Italy to play 
some challenging European teams. 
In May, the Gaels will compete 
in the 2018 D1A Rugby Playoffs, 
where they hope to emerge victori-
ous and bring home a champion-
ship title for Saint Mary’s once 
more.
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Tue. vs Southeastern 
Lousiana, 7:00 p.m.
After an NCAA tournament 
snub, the Gaels will take on the 
Lions Tuesday night in Moraga. 
OPINION
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The Gaels had given the NCAA 
tournament selection commit-
tee enough reason to exclude 
them from the NCAA tourna-
ment, so it doesn’t come as much 
of a surprise that the committee 
obliged, leaving Saint Mary’s as 
one of the first four out of the 
field of 68. 
The Gaels (28-5, 16-2) played 
well for most of their season, and 
at times they looked dominant. 
But a convincing loss to Gon-
zaga last month, which ended the 
Gaels’ record-setting 19-game 
winning streak, seemed to derail 
Saint Mary’s, who went on to lose 
to an average USF team five days 
later and struggle their way to a 
semifinals exit in the conference 
tournament on March 5. 
In addition to uninspiring 
late-season play, a relatively 
weak schedule also hurt the 
case for a Saint Mary’s bid into 
the NCAA tournament. Head 
coach Randy Bennett and the 
Gaels scheduled games against 
nonconference opponents like 
Saint Mary’s narrowly misses NCAA tournament
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2018 NBA Playoffs promise newfound, unforeseen parity 
The NBA playoffs are quickly 
approaching. While the Cava-
liers-Warriors trilogy has been 
historic, there are several other 
teams that hope to topple Cleve-
land and Golden State to chal-
lenge for the Championship.
This season, the two top teams 
from the Eastern Conference 
are the Toronto Raptors and 
the Boston Celtics, representing 
quite the historical opposites. 
The Boston Celtics are the most 
successful team in NBA history, 
with a total of 17 championships 
and 21 NBA finals appearances. 
The Toronto Raptors have yet 
to make an NBA finals appear-
ance, having gone to the Eastern 
Conference Championship only 
once, back in the 2015-2016 
season.
The Celtics are led by super-
star Kyrie Irving, who made the 
switch from Cleveland to Boston 
this past summer. All- Star Al 
Horford has also played a promi-
nent role in Boston’s success this 
season and will hope to continue 
to contribute in the playoffs.
The Raptors are also led by two 
NBA All-Stars, DeMar DeRozan 
and Kyle Lowry. Toronto has a 
squad that looks to be able to 
win the East and make the fran-
chise’s first Finals appearance.
Another title contender in 
the East is the up-and-coming 
Philadelphia 76ers, who, after 
years of tanking, have assembled 
a team of young talent, including 
All-Star center Joel Embiid. The 
Washington Wizards and the 
Indiana Pacers can also surprise 
and challenge for a NBA Finals 
appearance. The Wizards, led by 
All-Stars Bradley Beal and John 
Wall, and the Pacers, led by All-
Star Victor Oladipo, show that 
the Eastern Conference Playoffs 
will be filled with talent.
But we cannot forget about the 
incomparable LeBron James. 
Arguably the greatest basketball 
player of all time, LeBron has 
the individual talent to carry 
his team to the finals. That is 
not to discredit the rest of the 
Cavaliers, as they, after several 
major trades, have compiled an 
interesting team to compliment 
LeBron James in his quest for 
another championship.
The Western Conference has 
several challengers of its own, 
most notably the Houston Rock-
ets and the Golden State War-
riors. The Rockets have enjoyed 
a historic season, including a 
17-game win streak. Houston 
acquired Chris Paul in the sum-
mer to assist MVP candidate-
James Harden in their attempt 
to defeat the Warriors and win 
Houston’s first championship 
since 1995.
In spite of Houston’s historic 
season, the Golden State War-
riors are still seen as the team 
to beat, as they have been on 
one of the greatest runs of any 
team in NBA history. In the War-
rior’s prior three seasons, they 
have made the NBA Finals three 
times, won the title twice, and 
earned the best regular-season 
record ever. Golden State has 
four of the best players in the 
world, including perhaps two of 
the top five with former MVPs 
Stephen Curry and Kevin Du-
rant. For that reason, the main 
narrative for the Western Con-
ference Playoffs will be between 
the Houston Rockets and the 
Golden State Warriors.
There are several teams in 
the West who look to challenge 
that narrative and assert their 
own credibility, including the 
Portland Trail Blazers, the New 
Orleans Pelicans, the San Anto-
nio Spurs, the Minnesota Tim-
berwolves and the Oklahoma 
City Thunder. Damian Lillard, 
Anthony Davis, Karl-Anthony 
Towns, Jimmy Butler, LaMarcus 
Aldridge, Paul George, and Rus-
sell Westbrook are just some of 
the All-Star level talent on these 
teams that have the potential 
to knock out the Rockets and 
Warriors. Outside of the top two 
in the West, there is incredible 
parity that can see a variety of 
teams make the playoffs, includ-
ing the Clippers, the Nuggets, 
and the Jazz.
The playoffs begin April 14, 
and while the majority of ex-
perts predict the NBA Finals 
consisting of some combination 
of Golden State/Houston and 
Toronto/Boston/Cleveland, 
don’t count out some of the 
other teams, nor the difficulty 
that these main title-contenders 
will face in advancing through 
the playoffs. 
In total, there will be 16 teams 
in the playoffs, and each of them 
will have at least a chance to 
make it to the NBA Finals and 
win the coveted NBA Champi-
onship.
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OPINION
New Mexico State, Harvard, 
Cal, and Dayton, among others. 
However, down seasons from Cal 
and Dayton made two of those 
matchups less meaningful, and 
mid-November wins over New 
Mexico State and Harvard help 
but simply don’t make a strong 
enough case for a team’s prowess. 
Therefore, criticism of yet 
another weak nonconference 
schedule is reasonable. Accord-
ing to Matt Norlander of CBS 
Sports, Randy Bennett turned 
down potential games against 
Rhode Island and Creighton, two 
quality teams that earned entry 
into the NCAA tournament as 
at-large bids. The Gaels also had 
a chance to play at Nevada after 
hosting the Wolf Pack last year, 
but Bennett and the Gaels opted 
to go in a different direction. As 
a result, the Gaels missed out 
on another tournament-quality 
team. Whatever the reason for 
these decisions, be it schedul-
ing or otherwise, missing out on 
these games led to Saint Mary’s 
ranking just 210th in strength of 
schedule (according to ESPN)—a 
fact that the selection committee 
could not have looked favorably 
upon. 
As one of the first four teams 
out of the NCAA tournament, the 
Gaels will be slotted into the NIT 
as one of the No. 1 seeds. To begin 
their tournament, they’ll take on 
the Lions of Southeastern Loui-
siana Tuesday night. 
A scenario exists where the 
Gaels would meet WCC foe BYU 
in the semifinals of the NIT and 
have a chance to exact some 
revenge on the Cougars for ef-
fectively dashing their NCAA 
tournament chances. But before 
that can happen, the Gaels will 
have to turn their play around. 
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